CONTEMPORARY HISTORY - COURSE PLAN
APPENDIX
1. Historical Resources Study

A) The following narrative relates to a fact that happened in Cyprus in 1764, when some groups of Orthodox Cypriot Cypriots and Muslim Cypriots, archbishops and noblemen, were rallied against the governor (Tsil) Tsil Osman.

"In 1764 a new Governor, Tsil Osman Agas, arrived in Cyprus. Tsil Osman apparently created considerable debts in his attempt to climb to this post and, naturally, he wanted to get as much money as possible and as fast as possible from the island. It doubled the tax, which in 1754 was fixed on 2½ pens and proceeded with the imposition of other charges. In five months he had put in his jackets 350,000 pens. The bishops protested, but were arrested and taken into custody at the Archbishop's home, and so they were prevented from going to Constantinople. Several Turkish nobles also protested. Nevertheless, a messenger was sent to Constantinople, undoubtedly in complete secrecy, to call for the case of the Cypriots. At that time orders were issued from Constantinople that taxes should not be increased and a representative of Grand Vizier was sent to the island to make sure it was applied.

On 25 October, a meeting was held at the Tsil Osman Palace with the participation of the Turkish Council, the Greek Bishops, several Agades and other Greek and Turkish eminent citizens in order to read their order. Because that day Nicosia was full of people, since it was the eve of the celebration of St. Demetrius, a large crowd gathered in the square in front of the palace, waiting anxiously for the news. As soon as the meeting began and the first conversations between the governor and the Archbishop were exchanged, the first publicly protesting because he was wrongly accused in the Gate, part of the floor where the bishops and other unofficial visitors fell collapsed.

They all fell into the basement. No one was fatally injured, but the people outside, suspicion of intrigue to kill the bishops (then some argued that the beams that held the floor were sawed and replaced by ropes that were pulled at the right time), was furious, spread the news in a few moments revolutionary turmoil broke out all over Nicosia. Musketeers and other weapons appeared from nowhere and the crowd, Greeks and Turks together, attacked the palace, and although the Governor's bodyguard shot and lost some of them, either as dead or as injured, they raided the palace, they rushed in, killed Jill Osman and about 18 of his men, picked up his valuables, looted his treasury, and set fire to the building. For three hours, the capital presented a picture of revolution, but once the Governor was killed, the wrath of the people subsided. The Turkish authorities managed to calm the crowd, either scattered in his homes or returned to the festival ...

However, the protests were one thing, and killing a Sultan's representative is another, and very serious indeed. The Turkish Council and the religious leader of the Turks, perceiving the implications and wanting to prevent the sult of the Sultan, sent a report with Grand Vizier's representative describing the incident but attributed it to Tsil Osman, whose tyrannical way of government led people in despair and prompted them to unpredictable acts of violence. Obviously, the report was accepted and no action was taken against them, in addition to sending a commission to investigate the matter, while being appointed a new governor.

Both the Turks and the Greeks have made every effort to appease the Commissioners. Valuable gifts and money offerings, and further promises to rebuild the Governor's Palace, restore the rapture treasures of the palace, and immediately pay taxes in full, helped to normalize the situation. Tsil Osman was found guilty and directly responsible for this outbreak, and the Commissioners have gone much richer than they have arrived."
Alastos, D., (1955). Cyprus in History [Η Κύπρος στην Ιστορία], London: Ζeno Publishing, σσ.275-276

B) The rise of the English flag at the Paphos Gate (Nicosia)

"In the midst of a general impulse, a high-powered English soldier ran into a tissue where the Flag of the Crescent was ejaculating and gave the English Flag the Flag of the Cross to the breaths of the air, while the English corps handed out the jargon,

In the spectacle of the cross, waving farewell, Rajas, who had suffered so far the Turkish slavery, the ragged Christian up to the religion, the wrinkled under the Turkish whip, as being enveloped by invisible electric current, felt his blood flowing with a stream from his heart to his arteries, his being shaken upright and mad with joy, he took the feast, and he bore it in the wind. The crowd "like a wave rolling in the sea", rushing and frowning, sparkled with a momentum, giggled vigorously and yelled with a voice, "Long live England! Long live Victoria! " Bulls and barks were very natural because, among other psychological reasons, there was the hope or rather the certainty that the new regime inaugurated by the celebrated elevation of the English Flag would have been totally and in all likelihood contrary to its predecessor and would have brought its goods to Nissan a Free State, the goods of the Promise! "
(Constantinidou K., «The English Occupation in Cyprus in 1878», 1930)
