Course Plan for a visit to Route 4: Ecclesiastical Art - UNESCO Monuments
BYZANTINE CHURCHES UNESCO MONUMENTS

The World Cultural Heritage Committee, convened at its 9th regular session at UNESCO offices in Paris on 3 December 1985, has decided to include 10 frescoed churches in the Troodos region on the World Heritage List, because the frescoes of these churches are excellent a testimony of the Byzantine civilization and the close relationship with the painting of Western Europe.

The ten churches, dating from the middle to the end of the Byzantine period (early 11th - early 16th century), are characterized by metropolitan Byzantine art of high aesthetic value and at the same time local elements formed by historical, geographic and climatic factors. The architecture of the churches is unique and seems to have indigenous origin, as it is located exclusively in the Troodos mountain range. Dingy wooden roofs with hooked local tiles protect the churches from the rain - and sometimes from the snow - of these forested mountains. The interior, and in some cases parts of the outer faces of the ten churches, are decorated with frescoes.

The registration today includes 10 churches:
· Ayios Nikolaos tis Stegis in Kakopetria
· Panagia Forviotissa / Asinou in Nikitari
· Panagia tou Araka in Lagoudera
· Ayios Ioannis o Lampadistis in Kalopanayiotis
· Panagia Moutoulla
· Timios Stavros in Pelendri
· Archangelos Michael in Pedoulas
· Timios Stavros Ayiasmati in Platanistasa
· Panagia Podithou in Galata
· Metamorphosi tou Sotiros in Palaichori
COURSE PLAN FOR UNESCO MONUMENTS – ECCLESIASTICAL ART (GENERAL)

The following course plan is based on the Thematic Route "Ecclesiastical Art-Monuments of UNESCO" and aims to propose a series of activities that could take place during the students' visit to places of interest on the olive tree, with the help of teachers. In order for the course plan to be complete and complete, the proposed ecclesiastical art approach as well as the activities covered include the preparation of the pupils prior to their visit to the points and the time they will follow after their visit, and when returning to the classroom. Activities can be implemented in full or part of them, depending on the time the teacher has at his disposal.

The points of interest concerning the olive tree and in which educational visits could be planned are:
	
	Points of Interest
	Village
	Area

	1
	Church of Panagias Asinou
	Nikitari
	Solea

	2
	Agios Dimitrianos Church
	Flassou
	Solea

	3
	Archangel Michael Church
	Galata
	Solea

	4
	Panagias Podithou Church
	Galata
	Solea

	5
	Ayios Nikolaos tis Stegis Church
	Kakopetria
	Solea

	6
	Chrysokourdaliotissas Monastery
	Kourdali
	Solea

	7
	Ayios Antonios Old Church
	Spilia
	Solea

	8
	Ayios Ioannis Lampadistis Monastery
	Kalopanayiotis
	Marathasa

	9
	Panagias tou Moutoulla Church
	Moutoullas
	Marathasa

	10
	Archangelou Michael Church
	Pedoulas
	Marathasa

	11
	Panagias tou Araka Monastery
	Lagoudera
	Pitsilia

	12
	Stavros tou Agiasmati Church
	Platanistasa
	Pitsilia

	13
	Timios Stavros Monastery
	Pelendri
	Pitsilia

	14
	Metamorphoseos Church
	Palechori
	Pitsilia


COURSE PLAN OBJECTIVES
The suggestions are addressed to teachers who are interested in visiting, with their students, to the above points of interest and to acquaint UNESCO ecclesiastical art and monuments as a key element of the history and socio-economic development of Cyprus and the Mediterranean in general. The aim of the proposals is to help:

· teachers: 
· Organize and carry out a more constructive educational visit to the points of interest concerning the olive,

· Provide appropriate educational material,

· Discover ways of using the material at school or on the spot at points of interest, as well as cross-curricular activities for processing with their pupils.
· students: 
· Get to know the subject of the visit before and thus understand and deepen more during their visit to points of interest,

· feel more familiar with the creations of the cultural heritage but also with the points so that they want to come back to experience a different experience,

· Understand students the role of UNESCO in protecting the world's cultural heritage,

· make it clear that the Byzantine temples are a testimony of the Byzantine civilization on the island and that they are important monuments of ecclesiastic architecture of the countryside that are preserved in a very good condition and that the art of these churches includes elements demonstrating the relationship between the Eastern and of Western Christian art.

· learn how to process images, data and data in order to approach a new subject,

· Organized, methodically and with specific objectives,

· have at the highest possible level the key competences, skills and skills required in 21st century society, i.e.

· creativity,

·  critical thinking and reflective knowledge management,

·  theoretical thinking and ability to translate theory into practice,

·  analytical and design skills and abilities,

·  willingness and ability to work collectively and exchange information,

·  ability to solve problems and, at the same time, readiness to search for alternatives and ability to develop alternative theories

·  excellent, probable and prudent use of information and communication technologies,

·  empathy and interpersonal communication skills.
COURSE PLAN FOR ECCLESIASTICAL ART (SPECIFIC)

The sentences and the order presented are indicative. Depending on the time that can be devoted and the interest of students, activities can be added or omitted, and many of the activities proposed after the visit can be done before it.

The proposals also concern the issue of olive trees are cross-referenced so that there is a link to all the fields of the elementary school curriculum.

Issues related to ecclesiastical art that students can meet and meet are the following:

A) ARCHITECTURE TYPES OF CHURCHES
Contact with the terms: Registered cruciform with dome, wooden birch roof, one-aisled church, archway, apse, gallery, niche

B) BUILDING MATERIALS
· Wood, Solea-made roof tiles
C) PARTS OF THE CHURCH
Narthex, main temple, sanctuary, women's church, chapel, at which point of the horizon the parts of the temple were built, columns, etc.

D) FRESCOES
Scenes depicted (faces, events, objects), paintings (Christological circle, Theorist circle), colours used, characteristic, distinction of painting characteristics according to their century of art (comedy-late medieval painting), painting techniques).

E) INTERNAL CHURCH ASPECTS
· Iconostasis
· Wood-carvings
· Icons
· Ecclesiastical utensils
At the end of the course plan, each group will present the subject that it has undertaken using one or more means, such as:

· Written word
· verbal (narration or recitation)
· pictures
· photographs
· theater performance
· Arts & crafts or paintings
PROPOSALS FOR USE OF MATERIAL BEFORE VISIT

As Stimulation:

· http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/351/gallery/ 
Photographic archive with frescoes of Byzantine temples.

· http://kypros.org/History
Complete programs of the RIK series History of Ancient Cyprus and History of Byzantine Cyprus in video format.

The teacher distributes to each group some photos related to their subject, which they are asked to have with them during their visit to the monuments. Material for photos can be taken from the following sites:Τμήμα Αρχαιοτήτων, http://www.mcw.gov.cy/mcw/da/da.nsf/DMLunesco_gr/DMLunesco_gr?OpenDocument,
· Archaeological sites and monuments of Cyprus, http://whc.unesco.org/cyprus2009/,
· UNESCO Cyprus National Commission, http://www.unesco.org.cy/Programmes-Byzantines_Ekklisies_toy_Troodoys,GR-PROGRAMMES-04-01-03-02,GR 
· Holy Archdiocese of Athens, http://www.iaathdigitalmuseum.gr/Default.aspx?id=17&catId=3#&&CurrentPage=1 

PROPOSALS FOR THE USE OF MATERIAL DURING THE VISIT

During the visit to the various points of interest concerning ecclesiastical art, field research is carried out, and students are looking for answers to questions that arose in the previous phase. At this stage, children are given opportunities to work in small groups. This phase takes up most of the time.

Also, the children, having the pictures shared with them by the teacher in the classroom, are now invited to identify the elements depicted in the photographs within the churches (either a fresco or a building material or an architectural element, etc.). Describe these items, keep notes and photograph them.
PROPOSALS FOR THE USE OF MATERIALS AFTER THE VISIT

(Moutoullas)
After returning to school, the students have gained more knowledge and experience. At this point in time, they should not believe that the subject was exhausted, but to understand that the discussion and processing of various topics after their visit to space, is equally important.

Talk to your students about what impressed them most with their visit to each point of interest and spend a little more time on some activity that aims to entertain, deepen and empower all those who have seen and heard.

Here are some suggestions for activities you can take and join in each lesson:

LANGUAGE
· Write a story inspired by a religious scene.
· Write a story inspired by why someone would want to donate money to build a church.
GEOGRAPHY
Stick photos we took on a map of Cyprus
HISTORY
Work proposal:
- Do  you know of any ancient, medieval or newer works of art that the creators invested their inner feelings in creating based on the historic facts of their time?
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Pantokrator, Church of the Virgin Mary, Lagoudera, 1192.

Study the following inscriptions (see appendix). What information do we learn from them? What is the meaning of these inscriptions?

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (R.E.)
Search for and record the names of Christ (e.g. Pantocrator) and Virgin Mary (e.g. Odigitria) and justify them.
ARTS & CRAFTS
· Draw a scene from the Christological circle.
MUSIC
· What are the characteristics of Byzantine music?
